
THE FOURTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
JUNE 21, 2026

10:30 AM HOLY EUCHARIST, RITE II
Voluntary   	

Welcome and Announcements	
THE WORD OF GOD

Please stand, as able, and sing

Entrance Hymn 376   Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee	 (blue) Hymnal 1982

The Opening Acclamation
Celebrant	 Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
People	 And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.
Celebrant	 Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: 
	 Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly 
	 love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name, through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

All sing

All Glory Be to God on High

WELCOME!
We are glad you are with us today as we worship God and receive Christ’s presence 
given to us in the sacrament of bread and wine. This service is offered by livestream to 
those who cannot assemble with us. Wherever you are on your spiritual journey, you 
are welcome here.

Christ Church Christiana Hundred



Collect of the Day
Celebrant	 The Lord be with you.
People	 And also with you.
Celebrant	 Let us pray. O Lord, make us have perpetual love and reverence for your holy Name, for you 
	 never fail to help and govern those whom you have set upon the sure foundation of your loving-
	 kindness; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
	 God, for ever and ever. Amen.

Please be seated for

The First Reading	 Jeremiah 20:7-13
O Lord, you have enticed me, and I was enticed; you have overpowered me, and you have prevailed. I 
have become a laughingstock all day long; everyone mocks me. For whenever I speak, I must cry out, 
I must shout, “Violence and destruction!” For the word of the Lord has become for me a reproach and 
derision all day long. If I say, “I will not mention him, or speak any more in his name,” then within me 
there is something like a burning fire shut up in my bones; I am weary with holding it in, and I cannot. 
For I hear many whispering: “Terror is all around! Denounce him! Let us denounce him!” All my close 
friends are watching for me to stumble. “Perhaps he can be enticed, and we can prevail against him, and 
take our revenge on him.” But the Lord is with me like a dread warrior; therefore my persecutors will 
stumble, and they will not prevail. They will be greatly shamed, for they will not succeed. Their eternal 
dishonor will never be forgotten. O Lord of hosts, you test the righteous, you see the heart and the mind; 
let me see your retribution upon them, for to you I have committed my cause. Sing to the Lord; praise 
the Lord! For he has delivered the life of the needy from the hands of evildoers.

At the conclusion the People respond, “Thanks be to God.”

All recite responsively

Psalm 69:8-11, 18-20   Salvum me fac
Surely, for your sake have I suffered reproach, and shame has covered my face.
I have become a stranger to my own kindred, an alien to my mother’s children.
Zeal for your house has eaten me up; the scorn of those who scorn you has fallen upon me.
I humbled myself with fasting, but that was turned to my reproach.
Answer me, O Lord, for your love is kind; in your great compassion, turn to me.
“Hide not your face from your servant; be swift and answer me, for I am in distress.
Draw near to me and redeem me; because of my enemies deliver me.”

The Second Reading	 Romans 6:1b-11
Should we continue in sin in order that grace may abound? By no means! How can we who died to sin 
go on living in it? Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized 
into his death? Therefore we have been buried with him by baptism into death, so that, just as Christ 
was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, so we too might walk in newness of life. For if we 
have been united with him in a death like his, we will certainly be united with him in a resurrection like 
his. We know that our old self was crucified with him so that the body of sin might be destroyed, and 
we might no longer be enslaved to sin. For whoever has died is freed from sin. But if we have died with 
Christ, we believe that we will also live with him. We know that Christ, being raised from the dead, will 



never die again; death no longer has dominion over him. The death he died, he died to sin, once for all; 
but the life he lives, he lives to God. So you also must consider yourselves dead to sin and alive to God 
in Christ Jesus.

At the conclusion the People respond, “Thanks be to God.”

Please stand and sing

Gradual Hymn 490   I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light	 Hymnal 1982  

The Gospel is carried to the congregation so that we remember it is our Good News to hear and to share.

The Gospel Reading 	 Matthew 10:24-39
Priest	 The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.
People	 Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Jesus said to the twelve disciples, “A disciple is not above the teacher, nor a slave above the master; it is 
enough for the disciple to be like the teacher, and the slave like the master. If they have called the master 
of the house Beelzebul, how much more will they malign those of his household! So have no fear of 
them; for nothing is covered up that will not be uncovered, and nothing secret that will not become 
known. What I say to you in the dark, tell in the light; and what you hear whispered, proclaim from the 
housetops. Do not fear those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul; rather fear him who can destroy 
both soul and body in hell. Are not two sparrows sold for a penny? Yet not one of them will fall to the 
ground apart from your Father. And even the hairs of your head are all counted. So do not be afraid; 
you are of more value than many sparrows. Everyone therefore who acknowledges me before others, I 
also will acknowledge before my Father in heaven; but whoever denies me before others, I also will deny 
before my Father in heaven. Do not think that I have come to bring peace to the earth; I have not come 
to bring peace, but a sword. For I have come to set a man against his father, and a daughter against her 
mother, and a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law; and one’s foes will be members of one’s own 
household. Whoever loves father or mother more than me is not worthy of me; and whoever loves son 
or daughter more than me is not worthy of me; and whoever does not take up the cross and follow me 
is not worthy of me. Those who find their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake will 
find it.”

Priest	 The Gospel of the Lord.
People	 Praise to you, Lord Christ.

Once the Book of Gospels has returned to its place of honor, the People may be seated at the invitation of the preacher.

The Homily	 Thomas Word Peters

Please stand for

The Nicene Creed
Celebrant	 Let us declare our faith in God:
People 	 We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 
	 maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven:



by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken through the Prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.

A member of the parish leads

The Prayers of the People	
Father, we pray for your holy Catholic Church;
That we all may be one.

Grant that every member of the Church may truly and humbly serve you;
That your Name may be glorified by all people.

We pray for all bishops, priests, and deacons;
That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and Sacraments.

We pray for all who govern and hold authority in the nations of the world;
That there may be justice and peace on the earth.

Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake;
That our works may find favor in your sight.

Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief or trouble;
That they may be delivered from their distress.

Give to the departed eternal rest;
Let light perpetual shine upon them.

We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy;
May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom.

The Intercessor concludes with prayers for the concerns of the world and the intentions of the church.

The Confession of Sin
Celebrant	 Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.
People	 Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, 
	 word, and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone.

We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us;
that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your Name. Amen.

The Celebrant declares the absolution.



Birthdays and Anniversaries
Please be seated as those celebrating birthdays and anniversaries this month stand to be recognized; then all say

People 	 O God, our times are in your hand: 
	 Look with favor, we pray, on your servants as they begin another year. 
	 Grant that they may grow in wisdom and grace, and strengthen their trust
	 in your goodness all the days of their lives; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Please stand for

The Peace
Priest	 The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People	 And also with you.

THE HOLY COMMUNION
The Offertory and Preparation of the Table
Being seated, we begin with a time of offering. Giving money is a sign that our life serves God’s purposes and expresses our gratitude for God’s 

many blessings. The ushers will receive the offering and present it on our behalf. Also, you may give online using Apple or Google Pay, PayPal, 

Venmo, a credit/debit card, ACH, or text a contribution to (302) 244-5368. For those who give electronically, a card is available in the pews 

to participate in the act of offering. Newcomers and guests may place the welcome card in the offering plate. 

Anthem   	 Ralph Vaughan Williams (1872-1958)
O how amiable are thy dwellings, thou Lord of hosts!
My soul hath a desire and longing to enter into the courts of the Lord. 
My heart and my flesh rejoice in the living God.
Yea, the sparrow hath found her an house, 
and the swallow a nest where she may lay her young, 
even thy altars, O Lord of hosts, my King and my God. 
Blessed are they that dwell in thy house. 
They will be always praising thee. 
The glorious Majesty of the Lord our God be upon us: 
prosper thou the work of our hands upon us. 
O prosper thou our handiwork. 
O God, our help in ages past, our hope for years to come,
our shelter from the stormy blast, and our eternal home.

Please stand and sing

The Presentation Hymn 380, v. 3   Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow	 Hymnal 1982

The Great Thanksgiving			   (red) Book of Common Prayer 361
Celebrant	 The Lord be with you.
People	 And also with you.
Celebrant	 Lift up your hearts.
People	 We lift them to the Lord. 
Celebrant	 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People	 It is right to give God thanks and praise.



The Celebrant continues the prayer, inviting our praise in the ancient song of the Sanctus.		
Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the 
company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:

Setting: From A Community Mass; Richard Proulx (1937-2010)

The Celebrant continues the prayer, inviting our acclamation of Christ’s sacrificial death and triumphant resurrection, saying

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:
Celebrant and People

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

The Celebrant continues the prayer, concluding

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of 
the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. Amen.

The Celebrant invites the People to say the prayer Jesus taught his first disciples. 

The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread
We sing the anthem at the breaking of the bread, which is Christ’s Body, broken for us. Please be seated after the sacrament is presented.



Setting: Gerald Near (b. 1942)

All are welcome to receive the sacrament of Christ or a blessing. Come up the center aisle and take your place along the altar rail, kneeling 

or standing. If you desire a blessing, cross your arms over your chest to indicate your intent. Receive the host in open hands. Gluten-free host 

is available; let the clergy know your need when they approach you. When you are presented with the cup, drink from it or dip the bread 

carefully into the cup and consume in both kinds together. If you do not wish to receive the cup, please cross your arms to indicate your intent, 

but wait for the minister to pass you before you leave the rail. Please use the side aisle to return to your pew. If you are unable to come forward, 

ask an usher to let the clergy know, and communion will be brought to you. 

Communion Hymn 325   Let Us Break Bread Together on Our Knees	 Hymnal 1982

Please stand for 

The Post-Communion Prayer
Celebrant	 In thanksgiving, let us pray.
People	 Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us 
	 as living members of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, 
	 and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. 
	 Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to love 
	 and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

The Blessing
The Celebrant blesses the People.

People	 Amen.

All sing

Hymn in Procession 334   Praise the Lord, Rise Up Rejoicing	 Hymnal 1982

Dismissal
Priest	 Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
People	 Thanks be to God.

Voluntary   	

Please take your bulletin with you or return it to the table in the narthex as you leave. 

We are sent forth to be Christ’s blessing in the world. Our prayer is that today’s worship has encouraged you in love and filled you with peace. 

Ask God to lead you to someone who needs an invitation to worship or encouragement in the blessing of your care. We look forward to your 

presence again in worship, in service to others, in learning and fellowship. 



Christ Church Christiana Hundred

June 21, 2026		  In the Season of Pentecost

THIS WEEK WE LIFT UP...
COFFEE & COMMUNITY AND LEMONADE ON THE LAWN. Coffee & Community and Lemonade on the 
Lawn are informal gatherings that allow us to catch up with friends, greet new visitors, and nurture relationships 
and connections with those in our community. Lemonade on the Lawn takes place on Sundays this summer 
between the 9 and 10:30 AM services. Please join us for this time of fellowship each week. Individuals and 
families volunteer to host by bringing treats and setting up beverages, and it’s an easy, fun way to provide 
hospitality and welcome. You can volunteer as a host online. For more information, contact the parish office at 
(302) 655-3379.

TODAY AT CHRIST CHURCH
FATHER’S DAY COLLECTION

Christ Church’s Men’s Fellowship group is sponsoring a donation drive to support St. Michael’s School & Nursery 
in Wilmington this Father’s Day. St. Michael’s serves children of all ages and their families, including programs to 
support fathers and grandfathers. We welcome donations of diapers, wipes, infant and toddler clothing, and Target 
or Walmart gift cards, which will be distributed to families in need. A member of the Men’s Fellowship ministry 
will be available to collect donations before and after services today.

SUMMER GODLY PLAY
Children and parents are welcome to join us for summer Godly Play. The Children’s Ministry will host these casual 
Godly Play sessions after the 9 AM service on Sundays, June 21, July 19, and August 16. All are invited to gather 
on the lawn (weather permitting) for a new story presentation each Sunday.

SUMMERTIME DROP-IN CHOIR
Join your voice with members of the Christ Church Choir by singing in our Summertime Drop-in Choir. Gather 
with us at 9:45 AM in the Church on whichever Sundays work for you. We will review the hymns for the day and 
learn an anthem. Come once, twice, or every Sunday through July 12.

GRIEF SUPPORT GROUP MEETING
Those who have experienced the loss of a loved one are invited to attend today’s Grief Support Group meeting at 
12 PM in the Commons Room or by Zoom.

_________________________

DINE WITH THE LADIES – TOMORROW
Each month, a group of women meets for an informal dinner in Greenville. All women are invited to Dine with 
the Ladies tomorrow, June 22, at 7 PM at Pizza by Elizabeths. Please RSVP today.

https://bit.ly/ccch-lemonade-2026
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84309514996?pwd=3ByIukgbU081kqVX4r8YaDLhQcoDFc.1%20#success
https://christchurchde.shelbynextchms.com/external/form/e1228e4a-6b2e-47c7-9292-16f95ef15649


TICKETS REMAIN FOR BASEBALL & FIREWORKS AT THE BLUE ROCKS – JUNE 26
Join us at Frawley Stadium for a Wilmington Blue Rocks game this Friday, June 26, at 6:35 PM versus the Frederick 
Keys. Our seats are located behind home plate during the 3rd annual Faith & Family Night at the ballpark, with 
fireworks following the game. Tickets are $15 each and are available on a first-come, first-served basis. Reserve 
your seats for a night of fun with your Christ Church family.

_________________________

FAMILY PROMISE HOSPITALITY CENTER OPEN HOUSE – JUNE 30
The Christ Church community and friends are invited to tour the new Family Promise Hospitality Center located 
at 2501 Milltown Road, Wilmington, DE 19808 on Tuesday, June 30, at 5:30 PM. Opening later this summer, this 
beautiful new facility will allow Family Promise to expand its ministry to families experiencing homelessness in 
our community. The center features a commercial kitchen, large dining room, welcoming community areas, and 
private bedrooms designed to provide comfort, dignity, and support. This tour is a wonderful opportunity to 
learn more about the mission of Family Promise, hear about the impact of its work, and discover ways you and 
your friends can become involved in supporting local families in need. Light refreshments will be available. Please 
consider inviting someone who may be interested in learning more about Family Promise. RSVP to Tom Desper 
or call (302) 357-7281 today.

_________________________

JUNE OUTREACH COLLECTION
June’s outreach collection benefits those participating in programs at UrbanPromise and Family Promise. 
Disinfecting wipes, bleach spray cleaner, magic erasers and floor cleaner, brooms, dust pans, and sponges, kitchen 
trash bags, dish soap, liquid hand soap, laundry detergent, paper towels, toilet paper, and tissues may be left in the 
back of the Church or in the collection bin in the Parish Center circle drive entrance.

_________________________

COFFEE AND CONVERSATION – JULY 1
Join us on Wednesday, July 1, from 10:45 to 11:45 AM in Christ Church’s Commons Room for coffee, tea, snacks, 
and meaningful conversation. Come catch up with friends, meet new people, and then stay for the 12 PM Eucharist 
in the Chapel.

_________________________

9 AM SUMMER WORSHIP ON THE LAWN – JULY 5 & SEPTEMBER 6
On holiday weekends, July 5 and September 6, worship will be held outside on the lawn at 9 AM. Please bring a 
blanket or lawn chairs for these services of Holy Communion, suitable for those of all ages. On all other Sundays 
this summer, our two 9 AM congregations combine into one in the Chapel, and our 8 and 10:30 AM services 
continue as scheduled each week in the Church, along with our 5 PM service on Saturdays in the Chapel.

_________________________

HOLY BAPTISM – AUGUST 9
Baptism is a wonderful occasion for a family and for the parish community! Who can be baptized? Anyone—
infant, child, youth, or adult—who wants to belong to the Christian faith and life. Our next service of Baptism will 
be held on Sunday, August 9, at the 10:30 AM service in the Church. For more information, speak with the clergy 
or to register a candidate, contact Jane Rubini for an application.

https://christchurchde.shelbynextchms.com/external/form/6f6ac6f2-fc24-494c-b424-1e2d6be95b6e
mailto:tdesper%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:jrubini%40christchurchde.org?subject=


CHRIST CHURCH  GOLF CLASSIC – AUGUST 31
Enjoy a day of golf at Hartefeld National Golf Course on Monday, August 31, with all proceeds benefiting children’s 
programs for our church and preschool. Your participation includes a round of golf, player gifts, a buffet lunch, use 
of the range and putting green, a cart, and “19th hole” drinks and hors d’oeuvres. Those who don’t golf are welcome 
to attend the evening’s reception with cocktails, heavy hors d’oeuvres, raffle drawings, the presentation of prizes, 
and the coveted Al Smith Cup. Several levels of sponsorship opportunities are available as well. Link your business 
identity to Christ Church and its preschool while enjoying the opportunity to network, entertain clients, and have 
fun. Visit our website for details and to register as a golfer, sponsor, or for the reception.

_________________________

PILGRIMAGE TO ROME PLANNED FOR OCTOBER 2026
Encounter Rome in sacred architecture and art on pilgrimage with the Revs. Ruth and David Beresford from  
October 24-31, 2026. In collaboration with Stillpoint Travels, they will lead you on a journey that takes in the 
origins of Christianity in the catacombs, the Art of the Renaissance, and visits to the great basilicas whose holiness 
and beauty have inspired generations of the faithful for centuries. For more information and to register, please visit  
our website.

_________________________

OUR MINISTRY OF CARING
Christ Church’s Pastoral Care ministries provide Christian care and hospitality to people in need within and 
beyond our parish family. Everyone at Christ Church can participate in reaching out to those who could use help. 
One way is to share concerns or issues that you hear about in the lives of parishioners and friends with a member 
of the church staff by emailing or calling (302) 655-3379. This small act will help ensure that when an issue arises, 
the church can wrap its arms of love and assistance around those who could really use it.

_________________________

CHRIST CHURCH NAME TAGS & MERCHANDISE
Help us build community as we get to know fellow parishioners and newcomers by wearing your Christ Church 
name tag when you come to church. Tags are hard plastic with a magnetic clip and may be ordered on our website. 
Then, show off your church spirit with Christ Church merchandise available for purchase. Choose from baseball 
caps, water bottles, tote bags, and more. Visit our website for details and to place an order for a name tag or church 
merch.

_________________________

MEMORIAL FLOWERS
The flowers in the Sanctuary are given to the Glory of God

in loving memory of
Robert P. and Helen M. McCuen

https://www.christchurchde.org/golf-classic-post/
https://www.christchurchde.org/rome-pilgrimage-post/
mailto:info%40christchurchde.org?subject=
https://www.christchurchde.org/church-merch-post/


Wherever you are on your spiritual journey, Christ Church welcomes you into a loving 
and joyful community that serves others and seeks to grow deeper in relationship with God 
through Jesus Christ.

NEW HERE? Scan the QR code to let us know or complete the card in the pews and place it 
in the offering plate.
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The Rev. Ruth Beresford, Rector

The Rev. Thomas Word Peters, Associate Rector
The Very Rev. William Lane, Pastoral Associate
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